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ABSTRACT: 
 
Allow Dale Leckie to guide you to Alberta’s most scenic sites. Leckie tells the intriguing story of Alberta’s 
landscape evolution from Waterton Lakes National Park, to Dinosaur Provincial Park, into the Prairies, and 
across the North. With trips to Edmonton, Calgary, Crowsnest Pass, and Elk Island National Park, he takes 
you to explore volcanoes and glaciations long past. This talk includes stops along well-travelled and not-
so-well-travelled routes that the curious would be wise to see. Using eye-catching illustrations and 
photographs, Leckie blends storytelling with science, incorporating natural landscape beauty with art and 
history. The Scenic Geology of Alberta gives you what you need to discover the spectacular landforms of 
Alberta. 
 
Alberta’s landscape is the culmination of millions to tens of millions of years of ongoing geological process, 
at times catastrophic and at other times more gradual. Volcanic eruptions and far-away asteroid impacts 
caused darkness and devastation several times across the province. Dinosaurs evolved, thrived, and then 
became nearly extinct. Giant masses of rock, several kilometres thick and deeply buried, were pushed into 
Alberta at a rate of a few centimetres per year for tens of millions of years. Shallow seas rose and fell. 
Never-ending climate change varied from glacial epochs to times when there was no frost. Glaciers came 
and went, sculpting the countryside. The Rocky Mountains came into being, reached their acme, and then 
began to erode, which they are still doing today. 
 
 
BIOGRAPHY: 
 
Dale Leckie, Ph.D., worked at the Geological Survey of Canada and as chief geologist at Nexen, a large 
Canadian energy company. He has edited numerous books and published widely on the geology of western 
Canada. He is adjunct professor in the Geoscience Department at University of Calgary. Dale is recognized 
for his long-term contributions to geology and is an honorary member of Society for Sedimentary Geology 
(SEPM) and Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists (CSPG). Dale has just released his second geo-
tourism book “The Scenic Geology of Alberta: A Roadside Touring and Hiking Guide”, which has been on 
the Calgary and Edmonton best seller lists for much of the spring. Dale’s first book Rocks, Ridges, and 
Rivers: Geological Wonders of Banff, Yoho, and Jasper National Parks was highly successful. 
 
 
  


